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ABSTRACT 

This study investigated the presence or absence of two new 
functional features at a later stage of second language (L2) acquisition by 
Korean learners of English. It tested the predictions of the Failed Functional 
Features Hypothesis, which says that new features of functional categories in 
a second language are not acquirable beyond the critical period, assuming full 
transfer of a first language and partial access to universal grammar in post- 
puberty. The study examined the acquisition of a new functional category and 
its related features in the domain of determiner phrase (DP) in an advanced 
stage of interlanguage development. Two Korean post-critical-period graduate 
students with advanced English proficiency participated in a grammat icality 
judgment task, and their performances were compared with that of an English 
native-speaking control. Results suggested that functional features present in 
the LI, but not the L2, were absent in advanced learners’ interlanguage. 
Implications of these findings for pedagogy are discussed in terms of 
provision of focused, explicit input, opportunities for output production, and 
timely feedback. The grammaticality judgment task is appended. (Contains 11 
references.) ( SM ) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 



UL/*v ( o !\0 



What is missing in interlanguage? 
g> Acquisition of determiners by 
S Korean learners of English 

Q 

Hyun-Sook Kang 

University of Pennsylvania 



V 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 




TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES ' 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 

1 



1 

U.S DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION ! 

J CENTER (ERIC) j 

[teMhls document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 




o 



<*-/ <5 / 6 



What is missing in interlanguage? 
Acquisition of determiners by 
Korean learners of English 



Hyun-Sook Kang 



University of Pennsylvania 



This study concerns the acquisition of a new functional category and 
1 related features in the domain of DP(determiner phrase) in an advanced 
stage of mterlanguage development (LI Korean and L2 English). Two 
Korean post-cntical-period subjects with advanced English proficiency 
participated in a grammaticality judgment task and their performances 

We f^°fI Pared Wlth 311 En 8^ sh ' na tive-speaking control. The results sug- 
gest that functional features present in the LI, but not in the L2, are absent 
m advanced learners' interlanguage. The implications of these findings 
for pedagogy are discussed in terms of provision of focused, explicit in- 
put, opportunities for output production, and timely feedback. 

A SSSX* 0 ** Failed Functional Features Hypothesis 
(FFFH)(Hawkins & Chan 1997), new features of functional 

., _ . cate g° ries in a second language (L2) are not acquirable beyond 

critical period, assuming full transfer of a first language (LI) and par- 
tial access to Universal Grammar (UG) in post-puberty L2 acquisition. In 
order to judge this hypothesis regarding learners' interlanguage represen- 
tation, I will concentrate on two differences in the DP between English and 
Korean, assuming a functional category Number (NUM) 1 between Deter- 

(NP): (1) [+/ - Definite] ° n ° ^ 

NUM. While the two functional features are not instantiated in the LI 
(Korean) they are present in the L2 (English). This study examines the pres- 
ence or absence of the new functional features at a later stage of L2 acquisi- 
tion by Korean learners of English so as to test the predictions of the FFFH. 

DPs in English and Korean 
The structure of the English DP is illustrated in (1): 



1 Researchers have discussed that NUMP in English carries features related to grammatical 
number, such as [singular/plural] and [mass/count] (MacLaughlin 1997 ) ^ 
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(1) DP 




Sp ec 



Number' 



Number 
[+/- specific] 
[mass/count] 
[singular/plural] 




As shown in (1) above, according to the DP hypothesis, the functional 
head, D heads noun phrases in English (Abney 1987 cited in MacLaughlin 
1997). It is assumed that the semantic notions of definiteness and specific- 
ity are represented on the D and the NUM head, respectively (Chomsky 
1995 ), rendering three possibilities: (1) specific definiteness; (2) specific in- 
definiteness; and (3) non-specific indefiniteness. An additional functional 
category NUM is placed between D and NP, carrying features associated 
with grammatical number. The [mass/count] and [singular/plural] fea- 
tures are placed on the NUM in English. 

As far as Korean noun phrases are concerned, Kim (2000) proposes that 
the D head is projected as a phonetically null D, carrying [+/-Specific], 
which derives the movement of noun phrases. Cheng & Sybesma (1999) 2 
argue that noun phrases in Chinese-like languages (in terms of an exten- 
sive use of classifiers) are Numeral-projections, and that the classifier is the 
locus of grammatical number. Thus, it is assumed that a Number phrase 
and its associated features [mass/count] 3 are absent in Korean noun phrases. 
In other words, the [mass/count] feature on the NUM is not activated in LI 
Korean even though [singular/plural] is present on the Classifier head. 
The structure of Korean DPs is given as follows: 




2 Although they argue that Chinese noun phrases lack the D head in contrast to Kim's pro- 
posal, I will follow their proposal regarding the absence of the Number head and the presence 
of Number on the Classifier head. 

3 Cheng & Sybesma (1999) propose that the Number feature is represented on the Classifier 
(CL) head in Chinese-type languages. Thus, it seems likely that in Korean noun phrases, [sin- 
gular/plural] is located on CL, not on NUM as in English, and yet [mass/count] is absent. 

- 4 
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(2) op 




AP N 



Taken together, the comparison of the two languages with respect to the 
functional category and its related features within the domain of the DP is 
as follows: 



Table 1. Comparison of Korean and English in terms of functional categoiy 
and its related features in the DP 





Korean (LI) 


English (L2) 


Determiner Head 


v (phonetically null) 


v (overt) 


[+/- Definite] 


X 


v (on the D head) 


[+/- Specific] 


v (on the D head) 


v (on the Number head) 


Number Head 


X 


V 


[singular /plural] 


v (on the Classifier head) 


v (on the Number head) 


[mass/count] 


X 


v (on the Number head) 



Acquisition Theories: Full vs. Partial Access to UG 

I will summarize two contrastive views in regard to the accessibility of 
UG at more advanced stages of interlanguage development. One is the full 
access position (Schwartz & Sprouse 1996; Vainika & Young-Scholten 1996). 
Although these two proponents of the full access hypothesis differ with 
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respect to the role of the LI in the L2 initial state, 4 they converge on the idea 
that UG is fully accessible in the course of L2 acquisition. That is, param- 
eter resetting is possible and, thus, new functional categories and features, 
which are not instantiated in the LI, are acquirable. 

There are some theorists, however, who advocate the partial access po- 
sition (Hawkins & Chan 1997). Proponents of partial access argue that in 
post-childhood L2 acquisition, learners map morphophonological forms 
from the L2 onto LI feature specifications and fail to acquire differently 
fixed functional features, establishing grammatical representations which 
diverge from those of native speakers, as well as from their Lis. This study 
is grounded in the partial access position, focusing on the presence or ab- 
sence of the new functional features in the L2, such as acquisition of the 
new features, [+/-Definite] and [mass/count] in L2 English by Korean learn- 
ers. 



Research Questions and Hypotheses 

On the basis of the FFFH and the differences between the LI and L2 in 
the domain of DP, the following research question is formulated: Given the 
FFFH that L2 learners who started to be exposed to the L2 fail to acquire 
new features in the L2, if advanced L2 learners encounter new features in 
the DP domain that are absent in the LI, how would they handle the differ- 
ences between the LI and L2? 

With the above research question in mind, the following hypotheses are 
made: 



Hypothesis I: Post-childhood Korean learners may 
transfer the [+/ _ Specific] from the LI to the interlanguage 
representation and yet cannot attain the [+/-Definite] in 
the L2 since it is not activated in the LI. 

Under hypothesis I, it is predicted that Korean learners may use defi- 
nite and indefinite expressions in specific and non-specific contexts, map- 
ping the [+Specific] and [-Specific] in the LI onto the definite the and indefi- 
nite a in the L2, respectively. However, Korean learners may encounter a 
problem with the specific indefinite article a. 



4 Schwartz & Sprouse argue that the initial state of L2 acquisition is the final state of LI acqui- 
sition, proposing the full transfer/full access (FT/FA) model, whereas Vainikka & Young- 
Scholten argue that L2 learners only transfer the lexical projections of LI in the initial state and 
functional projections gradually emerge, independently of the LI. However, the contrast re- 
garding the L2 initial state is beyond the scope of this study. 
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